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No doubt it would require much ingenuity to devise
special methods for training this lad in reading and spell-
ing, but from such an-effort more knowledge of experi-
mental pedagogy might be acquired, it would seem, than
can be gained from many courses offered in universities.
To allow the boy to progress as rapidly as he might in
other subjects would necessitate a more flexible school sys-
tem than we now have, but no case could present a clearer
illustration of the need for just this kind of flexibility.

The dire social effects of an irrational and clumsy school
system could hardly be found more clearly illustrated than
in this case. Walter was first brought into court for run-
ning away from home and for truancy. A short time later
he was sent to the Parental School; after his release from
there, the boy was further truant, and was brought into
court when he was found begging on the streets. From
the boy's own account, he was virtually driven to this
because he could not earn a livelihood in any legitimate
way. When a little over fourteen he left school, utterly
unprepared to meet the world or to find his place in
our economic system. He had no trade training. His
talent for drawing had not been developed. He could
perhaps have been an errand boy had his inability to read
not practically precluded this. His family was poor, his
father out of work, and the children hungry, and with a
really fine spirit the boy turned to begging, as the only
means of contributing to the family support that he could
think of. When last we heard of him, he was earn-
ing a small amount by scrubbing floors and dusting in a
factory where there was little likelihood of his advancing
to any more lucrative form of employment. Walter has
been a victim of his own innate defects, but also of society's
methods of dealing with some of its hampered members.

Case 17. In order to emphasize the problem presented
in the previous illustration, another instance is cited, very